


NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD MEETING
September 18, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Location of Meeting:
Natural Resources Board
10 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201

Present at Meeting:
Diane B. Snelling, Chair
Dominic Cloud, Vice-Chair (via telephone)
Steven Larrabee, Member (via telephone)
Brad Aldrich, Member (via telephone)

Staff:
Donna Barlow Casey, Executive Director
Gregory Boulbol, General Counsel
Evan Meenan, Associate General Counsel
Kimberley Lashua, Business Director
Aaron Brondyke, Enforcement Officer (via telephone)

The Natural Resources Board meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. on September 18th, 2018 at 10 Baldwin Street by Diane Snelling.


I.	Approval of the Minutes
Meeting minutes of June 12, 2018 and August 14, 2018 were reviewed. No motion to approve because the quorum did not consist of three members who attended each of these meetings.  

II. 	Opportunity for Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items
No members of the public were in attendance

III.	Draft NRB Recommendations to Act 47 Commission

Updates to Vermont’s Capabilities and Development Plan 
Diane Snelling stated that if the Plan was written as a guide, it could be helpful. The Act 47 Commission has asked that it be reviewed. The Board has some concerns, but if the Plan is updated, we should produce the document that everyone would work from. Steve Larrabee expressed concern that it would become another review criterion. NRB will draft.

Awareness and Consideration of Climate Change 
Diane Snelling said that awareness and consideration of climate change should be about planning not regulation and that this gives us an opportunity to use existing criteria but not create a special criterion or modify existing ones. Brad Aldrich and Dom Cloud agreed that it is more about planning. The Board should acknowledge the issue.




Potential Changes to Act 250 Jurisdiction and Criteria 
Diane Snelling stated that Growth Centers have not yet achieved their intent. The Board discussed improving Growth Centers. Dom Cloud asked about “never-ending” jurisdiction. There was discussion on redevelopment on tracts with existing permits.  

Modified Act 250 Regulation in Certain Designated Centers 
Diane Snelling asked what makes Industrial Parks attractive. Dom Cloud stated that there are challenges outside of Chittenden County for municipal areas.  

Better Opportunities to Protect Certain Forest Blocks
Diane Snelling asked if we should reflect PUC’s broader approach on criterion 8. Brad Aldrich and Dom Cloud agreed.  

Potential Changes to the Regulation of Trails 
Diane Snelling shared that we are waiting for the stakeholder process to conclude.  

Clarifying the NRB’s Structure and Oversight of District Commissions 
Diane Snelling said we are hoping to have more input and involvement in the recruitment of commission members, which would help strengthen the Board.  

Amending the Manner in which ANR Presumptive Permits Are Reviewed by District Commissions and Reviewing District Commission Decisions and Jurisdictional Opinions 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Diane Snelling stated that, in the future, we could move to on-the-record review. Brad Aldrich added that the burden of proof for appeals should be on the appellant.  The Board engaged in a general discussion regarding potential recommended changes to Act 250 to the Act 47 commission.  No votes were taken on any specific recommendation.


IV.	Other Business – Adjourn
Steve Larrabee made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Dom Cloud seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously approved the motion in a roll call vote. The meeting was adjourned at 11:27.



